
 

January 14th, 2022 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers and Staff: 

Over the course of this week, public health information regarding school responses to the omicron wave continued 

to unfold.  This letter summarizes some of the significant public health policy changes, provides links to additional 

information, and includes information regarding Division level decisions.  

1. Current COVID19 Cases:  The cases in our schools follow the pattern of cases in our communities.   

a. Currently, there are active cases in each of our communities and we are aware of cases and/or 

suspected cases among students and staff in all of our schools.  

b. Parents and caregivers are asked to contact the school if their child tests positive or is required to isolate 

because a household member has tested positive for COVID19. 

c. Our current higher-than-usual staff absenteeism is presently manageable.  With the expected surge in 

cases, we anticipate the likelihood of operational closure and temporary reductions in service including 

cancellation of classes and bus routes.  This will be communicated as early as possible so families can 

plan accordingly. 

  

2. Ongoing Public Health Notifications: Manitoba Education direction is that “School officials are no longer required 
to identify or notify close contacts at school, and notification letters on individual cases will no longer be sent out 
by schools.” 

a. Schools will monitor to determine if staff or student absenteeism rates in a school or cohort are 
unusually high. 

b. When such an increase in absenteeism is experienced, principals will contact public health and notify the 
school community.  
 

3. Self-isolation:  Requirements for self-isolation have been updated. 

a. Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID19, are awaiting test results, have COVID19 

symptoms, or who are close contacts of someone who tested positive for COVID19 must self-isolate 

according to public health direction.  

b. Principals will require those who have been identified as close contacts (household) to isolate.   

c. Fully vaccinated students who were ill and return to school less than 10 days from (onset of symptoms or 

positive test result) will be required to provide proof of vaccination, wear a medical mask (provided), and 

may be required to eat in an alternate location to ensure 2m of distancing.  

d. Self-isolation guidance can be found at  

 https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/self-isolation.html 

 

4. Screening Tool: There have recently been updates to the COVID19 screening tool and website.  

a. Shared health Screening tool: https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/ 

b. https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/symptoms.html 

c. Self-screening for COVID19 should occur daily.  The updated COVID19 self-screening checklist can be 

found here and at the end of this letter. 

 

5. Staying home when sick: 

a. School staff will ask parents to pick up their children who display symptoms of a cold, flu or COVID19.  

https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/self-isolation.html
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/symptoms.html
https://www.esd.ca/Documents/COVID-19/2021-22%20COVID%20Information%20and%20Updates/covid19_checklist%20Jan%202020.pdf


b. Children that are sent home should use the screening tool and follow the self-isolation guidelines. 

c. If your child is sent home and is returning to school, parents / caregivers are asked to contact the 

Principal prior to their child’s return to school.  

 

6. Rapid Antigen Tests: The Division has received a limited supply of rapid antigen tests. 

a. Distribution of rapid tests to K-6 students is underway for those who requested them.  

b. Staff will receive rapid tests to use prior to returning to work after a period of absence for symptoms of 

COVID19.  

 

7. Restricted Level (Orange) in schools:  The Division’s updated pandemic plan is linked here.  

a. Mask use requirements in schools remain unchanged for students and staff (as some of Evergreen’s 

practices were already consistent with the updated restricted level orange).   

▪ Mask use is required during physical activities (including extra-curricular). 

▪ Staff are required to wear a medical mask.  

▪ Students are required to wear a mask. At this time in the school year, it is our expectation that 

students can follow mask rules without repeated reminders.  Students who are not compliant 

will be removed from class/school in accordance with our code of conduct.   

▪ Public health officials inform us that the fit of the mask is very important, and that a 3-layer 

mask is preferred.  Medical masks are available in school for students who require them.  

b. Extra-curricular: Student participation at school sport practices will continue.  At this time public health 

orders prohibit tournaments.  For the remainder of this month, the Division will not permit games with 

other schools.  

c. Visitors and volunteers: At this time visitors and volunteers will be highly restricted and permitted only to 

those proof of vaccination and by appointment.  

d. Community use of schools:  This will be temporarily delayed.  

e. Physical distancing: Our schools have made efforts to increase the space in classrooms and repurpose 

other spaces in schools to increase physical distancing.  

▪ Desks are spaced apart to the greatest extent possible within classrooms.  

▪ Students will be reminded to maintain distance from others.  

f. Meals / snacks:  As students need to remove masks to eat and drink, reasonable limits will be placed on 

eating during class time. 

▪ Designated meal / snack times and locations will be provided within the school.   

▪ Parents / caregivers are asked to consider having students go home for lunch.    

 

8. In-person classes:  As the provincially designated period of remote learning ended today, in-person classes 

resume on Monday, January 17th, 2022.   If it is not your intention to have your child return to school, please 

notify your child’s teacher.  As our teachers will be focused on their students’ return to in class learning, those 

wishing to continue with learning from home will be provided with contact information for homeschooling or the 

Manitoba Remote Learning School.  

 

Teachers have reported high levels of student attendance and engagement in remote learning this week.  Thank you 

to all who made this week of remote learning a success!  

 

We look forward to students’ return next week and ask that parents/caregivers speak to their children about the 

expectations described in this letter.   Together, we can help our students continue to adapt to the pandemic.  

 

Sincerely, 

Roza Gray, Superintendent  

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/fundamentals/symptoms.html
https://www.esd.ca/Documents/COVID-19/2021-22%20COVID%20Information%20and%20Updates/January%20update%202021%202022%20ESD%20Pandemic%20%20Plan.pdf


A. Do you have a new onset, or worsening, of any ONE of the  
following symptoms? Yes No

• Fever > 38°C or subjective fever/ chills

• Cough

• Sore throat/ hoarse voice

• Shortness of breath/ breathing difficulties

• Loss of taste or smell

• Vomiting or diarrhea for more than 24 hours

If “yes” to any one of the above, DO NOT ENTER

B. Do you have a new onset, or worsening, of any TWO  
of the following symptoms? Yes No

• Runny nose

• Muscle aches

• Fatigue

• Conjunctivitis (pink eye)

• Headache

• Skin rash of unknown cause

• Nausea or loss of appetite

• Poor feeding (if an infant)

If “yes” to any two of the above, DO NOT ENTER *

* If you have only one symptom in section B and it has been less than 24 hours since it started, stay home 
and avoid contact with others. Re-evaluate after 24 hours, and use the on-line COVID-19 Screening Tool. 

https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/.

 

COVID-19  
Screening Questions

Symptom and exposure screening questions (check all that apply)

Exposure history Yes No

1.
Have you been in close contact (within 2 metres/ 6 feet for more than 10 
minutes total over 24 hours) in the last 14 days with someone who has tested 
positive for COVID-19 (with a rapid antigen test or laboratory based test)? **

2. Have you traveled outside of Manitoba in the past 14 days and are required 
to self-isolate (quarantine)? ***

3. Has a member of your household had COVID-19 symptoms in the last  
14 days? **

4. Are you waiting for COVID-19 test results?

5.
Have you tested positive (with a rapid antigen test or laboratory based test) 
in the past 10 days?

If “yes” to any of the above, DO NOT ENTER. Take the online screening tool  
https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/

**  Exemptions are in place for close contacts, exposed individuals and household members if they  
 have no symptoms AND are fully immunized or recently infected with COVID-19 (i.e. within the  
 previous six months).

***  Exemptions from self-isolation (quarantine) orders for persons entering Manitoba include some  
 essential workers and those who are fully immunized, if they have no symptoms. International  
 travellers must follow federal self-isolation (quarantine) requirements.

If the checklist advises you Not to Enter: stay home, isolate and refer to the online COVID-19 Screening 
Tool at https://sharedhealthmb.ca/covid19/screening-tool/ or call Health Links – Info Santé at  
204-788-8200 or toll free at 1-888-315-9257 for further guidance.
Up to date information on COVID-19 can be found at: www.manitoba.ca/covid19/index.html
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