
 

 

 

August 27, 2021 – revised September 7, 2021  
 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers and Staff: 
 

Further to our communication earlier this week, the Division has received additional information regarding 
the public health orders and their implementation. Please note: 

 
Q: Why is the province making masks mandatory for K-12 students? 

On August 24, 2021, public health officials announced mandatory mask use in all indoor spaces, 
including school, for all Kindergarten to Grade 12 students, as part of a layered approach to 
reduce the risk of COVID-19 in schools. This requirement includes wearing masks in the 
classroom and while riding the bus. Masks can be removed when outside. 

 
Manitoba’s Chief Public Health Officer, Dr. Roussin stated, “By requiring people working with 
vulnerable populations to get immunized, wear masks and expand the use of vaccine passports, 
we can protect those most at risk of COVID-19 and avoid lockdown measures that affect 
everybody… This is now a pandemic of the unvaccinated and we have to make sure that this 
does not lead to health effects on others and our health-care system.” 

 
“These steps are necessary to protect children in Manitoba, avoid another lockdown, and keep 
our health-care system safe from a fourth wave of COVID-19 and the dangerous delta variant,” 
said Pallister. “Despite having among the highest rates of vaccination in Canada, children in 
Manitoba are not yet eligible for the vaccine and we have to take every step we can to protect 
them from this virus, especially as they prepare to return to the classroom this fall.” 

Link to Press Release: 
https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52163&posted=2021-08-24 

Link to Press Conference Aug 24: 
https://youtu.be/_K5YTdNqiis 

Q: Wearing masks for 6 hours a day is challenging, especially for our youngest children. 
How are children expected to manage this? 
Children are not required to wear masks when outside for classes, recess or lunch. Children, 
particularly in the early years, will be given opportunities for brief (few minutes) mask breaks in 
class when and where it is possible to have 2 metres of physical distancing from other children. 
Teachers will exercise professional judgment and patience as students adjust to the mask 
expectation. 

 
Q. What if my child can’t wear a mask? 

As with other behaviours, school staff will work with your child to teach and reinforce 
expectations. Support from the home regarding the importance of following the legal requirement 
for masks helps children to adjust. When the mask mandate was first introduced last year, 
students adjusted readily with the support of school staff and caregivers. 

 
Q. What if I don’t have a mask? 

Schools will make available masks for children and visitors who need them. 

https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/index.html?item=52163&amp;posted=2021-08-24
https://youtu.be/_K5YTdNqiis


 

 

 

Q: Under what circumstances will a student be exempt from wearing a mask? 
Exemptions shall be granted for the following circumstances: 

• children under the age of two years 

• children under the age of five years, either chronologically or developmentally, who 
refuse to wear a face covering and cannot be persuaded to do so by their caregiver 

• people, especially children, with severe sensory processing disorders 

• people with facial deformities that are incompatible with masking 

• people with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) who are triggered by a face covering 

• people with extreme agoraphobia/asphyxia phobia (which is long standing and predating 
COVID-19) 

• people with a cognitive impairment, intellectual deficiency, or autism spectrum disorder 
for who wearing a face covering will cause severe distress or disorganization 

• people with a medical condition unrelated to COVID-19, including breathing or cognitive 
difficulties or a disability, which prevents them from safely wearing a mask 

• people who are unable to apply or remove a mask without help 
 

Parents/caregivers who believe that their children meet one of the above criteria for an exemption 
are asked to provide a note from a medical professional/physician. 

 

In a case where a student is having active breathing difficulties, the student will be advised to 
remove their mask and the parent/guardian/caregiver will be contacted to pick up the student to 
seek medical attention. 

 
Q. Will my child be vaccinated in school? 

At this time, vaccination clinics are not yet scheduled in any of our schools. Parents / guardians 
will be fully informed when clinics are planned. 

 
Presently, children born on or before Dec 31st 2009 are eligible for a vaccine. Vaccinations for 
younger children (age 5-11) are expected in early 2022. 

 

Please contact your child’s school if you have further questions. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Roza Gray 

Superintendent and CEO 


