
 
 

 

August 25, 2021 

 

Dear Parents/ Caregivers and Staff:   

We look forward to the return of our students and staff in September and continue to plan with 

the safety and well-being of students and staff in the forefront of our decision making.   

To reduce the risk of COVID-19 and the Delta variant in the fourth wave, and in keeping with 

intent of Public Health, the following public health orders will be implemented in our schools.  

• All students (K-12), staff and visitors will be required to wear a mask while indoors, or 

on school buses. 

o Staff will be required to wear disposable medical masks.  

o Masks will be made available to students and visitors who require them.  

o Students will not be required to wear masks when outside for classes, recess or 

lunch.  

• Everyone is encouraged to be vaccinated as soon as they become eligible for a 

vaccine.  

o Manitoba Education states ‘the best way to protect our children against COVID-19 is 

for them to receive both doses of an approved vaccine as soon as they are eligible’. 

o It is expected that vaccines will be available for students aged 5-11 early in 2022 

• All staff who are not vaccinated will be required to undergo COVID-19 testing up to 

three times per week.  

• Handwashing/ sanitizing will be expected at school entrance / exits, and prior to use of 

shared materials or eating.   

• Physical distancing of approximately 1 metre or greater will be arranged in our classrooms 

and shared spaces.   

• Student movement in the school will be staggered to manage the flow and physical 

distancing of students. 

• All students and staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms daily and stay 

home if they are symptomatic.  

• Cleaning and disinfecting will focus on high touch surfaces in common areas.  

• Schools will require students/staff who are showing symptoms or identified as close contacts 

to stay at home. 

• This summer all our ventilation systems were re-inspected by an HVAC professional. Our 

systems are in excellent working condition and met the ASHRAE verifications. We continue 

to optimize our systems to achieve higher levels of air exchange and meet other provincial 

guidelines as released in August 2021.   

• K-8 students will be organized into cohorts to limit exposure. 

• Bell covers will be used on wind instruments.   

• Parents and visitors are asked to make appointments to visit the school. 



 
 

 

• Students who are immunocompromised or have a household family member who is 

immunocompromised may access remote learning from the Manitoba Remote Learning 

Support Centre. A medical note confirming the need for this service is required.  Families 

wishing to access this option should contact their school principal for details.  

Despite exhaustive efforts for over a year to recruit and train additional bus drivers, the Division 

continues to have a critical shortage of drivers.  This will have an impact on our ability to provide 

uninterrupted bus service.  If you know someone who may be interested in becoming a driver, 

please contact our transportation department at transportation@esd.ca   

This school year will be another year of adjusting to new and emerging guidelines. At the same 

time, we will simultaneously be working towards a return to a more complete educational 

program for our students.  As students and staff return this fall, schools will continue to be 

attentive to students’ feelings about the pandemic. Further, plans will be in place to assess 

student learning needs and to provide additional support.  

In Evergreen we were fortunate last year that our students were able to attend school daily with 

limited disruption.  This is in large part due to the adherence of our schools and communities to 

public health guidance. We are hopeful for your continued support as we navigate another 

uncertain year. As has been our practice, we will continue to be responsive and communicate 

frequently as public health guidance evolves. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Roza Gray  

Superintendent and CEO  
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